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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) : A tool comprising: 

a body having a length defined between a first end and a 
second end wherein the body is integrally formed wherein the body 
having has an outside perimeter and an inside perimeter wherein the 
inside perimeter defines an open area and further wherein the body 
has a height defined between a top side and a bottom aide wherein 
the top side and the bottom side form the outside perimeter of the 
body wherein the height has a maximum height at the first end and 
further wherein the height decreases to a minimum height at the 
second end wherein the height undulates between the first end and 
the second end ; 

first surfaces formed on the inside perimeter of around the 
open area wherein the first surfaces are parallel and separated by 
a first width in the open area; and 

second surfaces formed on omund the inside perimeter of the 
open area wherein the second surfaces are parallel and separated by 
a second width wherein the second width is greater than the first 
width and one of the first surfaces is co-extensive with one of the 
second surfaces . 

Claim 2 (original) : The tool of Claim 1 further comprising: 

grooves in the body of the tool wherein the grooves extend 
toward the inside perimeter. 

Claim 3 (original) : The tool of Claim 1 further comprising: 
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ridges on the outside perimeter of the tool wherein the ridges 
are formed by depressions in the body of the tool along the outside 
perimeter. 

Claim 4 (original): The tool of Claim 1 further comprising: 

an indent in the inside perimeter separating each of the 
surfaces . 

Claim 5 (original): The tool of Claim 1 further comprising: 

an apex formed along the inside perimeter. 
Claim 6 (original): The tool of Claim 1 further comprising: 

third surfaces around the open area wherein the third surfaces 
are parallel and separated by a third width wherein the third width 
is greater than the second width and one of the third surfaces is 
co-extensive with one of the second surfaces. 
Claim 7 (currently amended) ; A fastening device comprising: 

a body having a length defined between a first end and a 
second end wherein the body has an outside perimeter wherein the 
outside perimeter defines an exterior surfa ce wherein the exterior 
surface forms a height between a top side and a bottom side wherein 
the height undulates between the f irst end and the second end : 

an interior area within the body having a first wall parallel 
to and a second wall wherein the first wall is continuously 
parallel to the second wall ; and 

indents within the first wall and the second wall wherein the 
indents divide the first wall and the second wall into spaced 
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sections and further wherein a first width is defined between the 
first wall and the second wall wherein the first width increases to 
form a greater area between the s paced sections as the distance 
from the first end increases to fcfre second ai - id - 

Claim 8 (currently amended) : The fastening device of Claim 7 
wherein the sections increase in si z e length from the first end to 
the second end. 

Claim 9 (original) : The fastening device of Claim 7 further 
comprising: 

ridges on the outside perimeter of the fastening device 
wherein the ridges are formed by depressions in the body of the 
fastening device along the outside perimeter. 

Claim 10 (original) : The fastening device of Claim 7 further 
comprising: 

grooves formed in the body of the fastening device wherein the 
grooves extend toward the interior area. 

Claim 11 (original) : The fastening device of Claim 7 further 
comprising: 

an apex at the first end of the fastening device formed by a 
convergence of the first wall and the second wall. 
Claim 12 (currently amended) : The fastening device of Claim 7 
further comprising: 

first sections in the first wall and the second wall wherein 
the first sections are separated by a first second width; and 
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second sections in the first and the second wall wherein the 
second sections are separated by a s e cond third width wherein the 
second width is at least twice greater than the -fdrrst- second width. 
Claim 13 (original) : The fastening device of Claim 7 wherein one 
of the indents in the first wall is aligned with one of the indents 
in the second wall. 

Claim 14 (currently amended) : A method for securing a fastener, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a tool having a body having a length defined between 
a first end and a second end wherein the body has an interior area 
defined by parallel walls wherein the walls have engaging sections 
wherein the encaging sections are integrally formed with the body 
wherein the engaging sections are co-extensive and further wherein 
each of the engaging sections has a different width separating the 
engaging sections in the interior area wherein the width of the 
engaging sections increases along the length from a minimum width 
at the first end to a maximum width at the second end and further 
wherein the body has a top end and a bottom end wherein the top end 
and the bottom end extend from the engaging sections to form an 
exterior surface wherein the tool has a height defined between the 
too end and the bottom end wherein the height increases along the 
length of the tool from a minimum height at the first end to a 
maximum height at the second end ; and 


8 


PAGE 9/26 * RCVD AT 12/12/2005 9:07:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7737723210 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-18 


12/12/2005 20:07 FAX 7737723210 


PATENTS+TMS 


©010/026 


selecting first engaging sections to contact the fastener 
wherein the walls of the tool contact the fastener. 
Claim 15 (original) : The method of Claim 14 further comprising the 
step of; 

moving the tool in a direction to secure the fastener. 
Claim 16 (original) : A tool comprising: 

a body having a lengt h defined between a first end and a 
second end wherein the body having has an outside perimeter and an 
inside perimeter wherein the inside perimeter defines an open area 
wherein the outside perimeter defines an ex terior surface wherein 
the exterior surface surrounds the inside per imeter wherein the 
exterior surface undulates between the first end and the second 
end; 

first surfaces formed on a lon g the inside perimeter wherein 
the first surfaces are parallel and opposed; 

a first section and a second section alancj formed on each of 
the first surfaces wherein a first distance exists between opposed 
first sections and a second distance exists between opposed second 
sections wherein the first distance is not equal to the second 
distance; and 

second surfaces within the inside perimeter wherein the second 
surfaces are parallel and opposed and wherein the second surfaces 
are separated by a distance greater than the first distance and the 
second distance and further wherein one of the first surfaces is 
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co-extensive with one of the second surfaces wherein the distance 
between the second surfaces increases as the second surfaces move 
toward the first end wherein the distance is at a maximum length at 
the second end, 

Claim 17 (original) : The tool of Claim 16 further comprising: 

a first section and a second section along each of the second 
surfaces wherein a first distance exists between- opposed first 
sections and a second distance exists between opposed second 
sections wherein the first distance is not equal to the second 
distance . 

Claim 18 (currently amended) : The tool of Claim 16 further 
comprising: 

third surfaces co-extensive with the second surfaces wherein 
the third surface s_urf_ aces are opposed and parallel. 
Claim 19 (original) : The tool of Claim 16 wherein the distance 
between the first sections is based on a first measurement system 
and the distance between the second sections is based on a second 
measurement system wherein the first measurement system is not the 
same as the second measurement system. 

Claim 20 (original) : The tool of Claim 16 wherein the second 
surfaces are longer than the first surfaces - 
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